
Engaging young people in 
local communities
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CCYP Act – Four guiding principles

a) Children and young people are entitled to live in a caring and nurturing 

environment and to be protected from harm and exploitation

b) The contributions made by children and young people to the community 

should be recognised for their value and merit

c) The views of children and young people on all matters affecting them 

should be given serious consideration and taken into account

d) Parents, families and communities have the primary role in safeguarding 

and promoting the wellbeing of their children and young people and should 

be supported in carrying out their role.  
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CCYP Act – Functions 

To promote the participation of children and 
young people in the making of decisions that 
affect their lives and to encourage 
government and non-government agencies to 
seek the participation of children and young 
people appropriate to their age and maturity
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Why consult children and young people? 
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“So maybe you need 

to ask kids a lot of 

questions so that you 

know them.” 

17 year-old girl



Children in out-of-home care
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“I think its good when 

people like you come out 

and ask us what we think 

because then they know the 

real truth. So they don’t just 

guess and there’s things 

they can work on so things 

can get better.” 

15 year-old in foster care



Youth justice

consultation
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“There’s no skate parks, there’s nothing, there ‘s not even a 

swimming pool… not enough to do other than hang around the 

shopping centre and get themselves into trouble.”

Mother

“We just go to the shop every day and stuff like that but we don’t 

have any fun stuff. Like we don’t have basketball competitions 

any week or football, any stuff like that. We just stay on dope, 

some young kids.” 

15 year-old girl
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Young Aboriginal Leaders 

• Programs and services need to be 
underpinned by ongoing commitment to 
listening and responding to the views of 
Aboriginal children and young people

• Aim to produce a ‘toolkit’ that can be used 
by organisations to engage with 
Aboriginal children and young people in 
an effective and meaningful way

• Working with communities in Kununurra, 
Narrogin and metro area. 
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Children from CALD backgrounds

“There needs to be some system in place that informs people about 
all the services and potential future services available.” 
16 year-old girl

“Australia is a very clean country.”
11 year-old girl

“Not having to worry about wars and people burning down our 
houses.” 
12 year-old girl
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“Education – better chance in 

life. Because without it you 

won’t get a job.” 

10 year-old Kimberley child
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School and learning consultation 



What children and young people tell me 

What they see as important to their wellbeing:

- relationships with family and friends

- school and getting a good education

- being safe

- having the ability to have fun and engage in a range of  
activities 

- and, particularly in regional areas, the importance of a 
strong connection to their communities and culture.
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What children tell us makes a difference

Having friendly and engaged staff who like children

Being proactively asked their views

Having their views taken seriously

Being given choice and having flexibility around 
participating 

Having information about expectations and clear rules of 
behaviour, and

Seeing action taken to stop problems from continuing

Doing what you say you will do.
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Challenges

Engaging with children and young people

– Resources (time/cost/skills)

– Representation (who, how many)

– Incentives/rewards (to pay or not to pay)

– Confidentiality

– Safety and duty of care

– Making it meaningful
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Role of Local Government 

• Best placed to respond to needs at a local level

• Children and young people are significant stakeholders 

in the work of LGAs

• Can play a role in ensuring better coordination across 

services 

• Regularly meet with Local Governments as part of 

regional visit program.
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Resources 

• Participation 

Guidelines

• Involving Children and 

Young People checklist

• Young Leaders case 

studies – to come
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Recognising those doing it well 

Children’s Consultation Award in the PHIAWA Local 
Government Report Card Awards

• 2016 City of Kwinana – consulting with CYP on the 
Kwinana Outdoor Youth Space and the city’s Youth 
Outreach Live Outdoors program 

• 2015 – City of Melville for their regular, hands-on 
engagement with all ages of children and young people 

• Shire of Collie has won regional award for both years. 
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Keep in touch:

@CCYPWA

Website  www.ccyp.wa.gov.au

Phone 6213 2297
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http://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/

